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                                                                     VIOLA 

This is a suggested list of materials for use in private lesson instruction.  You may want to bring 

one instruction book and one solo to work on.  However, materials you bring DO NOT need to 

be from this list.  This is only a suggestion. 

Level I 

Elementary Method....................................................Sylvan D. Ward...................................................................................Rubank 

Fun with the Viola .....................................................Bill Bay ............................................................................................. Mel Bay 

Scales for Strings .......................................................Applebaum.................................................................................Belwin-Mills 

Suzuki Viola School, Vol. 1.......................................Suzuki ..................................................................................Summy-Birchard 

A Tune a Day .............................................................C. Paul Herfurth ................................................................. Boston Music Co. 

All for Strings ............................................................Anderson and Frost ................................................... Neil A. Kjos Music Co. 

Easy Solos for Beginning Viola/level 1 .....................Duncan .............................................................................................. Mel Bay 

Essential Elements Book 1.........................................Allen, Gillespie, Hayes ............................................................... Hal Leonard  

First Solos for the Viola Player..................................Paul Doktor .......................................................................................Schirmer 

Introduction to Artistry in Strings ..............................Frost and Fischbach .................................................. Neil A. Kjos Music Co. 

Learn with Tunes .......................................................Carl Grissen .........................................................................Willis Music Co. 

 

Level II 

Elementary Scales and Bowings ................................Whistler...............................................................................................Rubank 

Foundation Studies, Bk 1 ...........................................Wohlfahrt ............................................................................................ Fischer 

Viola School of Progressive Studies ..........................Carse ......................................................................................Stainer and Bell 

Suzuki Viola School, Vol. 2.......................................Suzuki ..................................................................................Summy-Birchard 

20 Progressive Solos for Strings ................................Applebaum.................................................................................Belwin-Mills 

34 Viola Solos............................................................Arr. Lesinsky..............................................................................Belwin-Mills 

A First Year Classical Album ....................................Forbes............................................................................... Oxford Univ. Press 

Album of Classical Pieces..........................................Arr. Klengel ................................................................................ International 

Chester Music for Viola .............................................Arr. Forbes ..........................................................................................Chester 

Concert Album for Viola ...........................................Arr. Simon.............................................................................Edition Musicus 

Concert and Contest Collection .................................Whistler and Hummel .........................................................................Rubank 

Old Masters for Young Players..................................Arr. Palaschko....................................................................................... Schott 

Solos for Young Players (books 1- 4) ........................Barbara Barber .....................................................................Summy-Birchard 

Starter Duets for Viola ...............................................Rudolf Zwartjes ...............................................................................De Haske 

String Festival Solos ..................................................Applebaum.................................................................................Belwin-Mills 

 

Level III 

Foundation Studies Books 1 and 2.............................Wohlfahrt ............................................................................................ Fischer 

Intermediate Scales and Bowings ..............................Whistler...............................................................................................Rubank 

Intermediate Method ..................................................Sylvan D. Ward...................................................................................Rubank 

Introducing the Positions Book 1...............................Whistler...............................................................................................Rubank 

School of Technique Op. 1, Pt. 1 ...............................Sevcik................................................................................. Bosworth and Co. 

Suzuki Viola School, Vol 3........................................Suzuki ..................................................................................Summy-Birchard 

20 Progressive Solos for Strings ................................Applebaum.................................................................................Belwin-Mills 

34 Viola Solos............................................................Arr. Lesinsky..............................................................................Belwin-Mills 

Amazing Solos for Viola and Keyboard ....................Howard Harrison.............................................................Boosey and Hawkes 

Concert Album for Viola ...........................................Arr. Simon.............................................................................Edition Musicus 

Concert and Contest Collection .................................Whistler and Hummel .........................................................................Rubank 

Concerto No. 2 ...........................................................Seitz ..................................................................................................Schirmer 

Solos for the Viola Player ..........................................Paul Doktor .......................................................................................Schirmer 

Solos for Young Players (books 1 – 4) ......................Barbara Barber .....................................................................Summy-Birchard 

 

Level IV 

36 Elementary and Progressive Studies ...................... Kayser ...........................................................................................Schirmer 

Etudes Speciales.......................................................... Mazas ............................................................................................Schirmer 

Foundation Studies Books 1 and 2.............................. Wohlfahrt .........................................................................................Fischer 

Intermediate Method ................................................... Sylvan D. Ward...............................................................................Rubank 

Introducing the Positions Book 2................................ Whistler ...........................................................................................Rubank 

School of Technique, Op. 1, Pt. 1 and 2...................... Sevcik..............................................................................Bosworth and Co. 

Shifting - Op. 8 ........................................................... Sevcik..............................................................................Bosworth and Co. 



Viola P. 2 

Suzuki Viola School, Vol. 4...................................................Suzuki .......................... Summy-Birchard (many editions available) 

Concerto No. 3 and 5 .............................................................Seitz ....................................................................................Schirmer 

Six Studies in English Folksong.............................................Vaughan Williams .................................................................Galaxy 

Six Suites transcribed for Viola Solo ..................................... J.S.Bach ............................................................ Schirmer (Lifschey) 

Solos for the Viola Player ......................................................Paul Doktor.........................................................................Schirmer 

Sonatas in C and G Major ......................................................Marcello........................................................................ International 

Viola Concerto in G Major.....................................................Telemann ...................................................................... International 

Fiddling for Viola...................................................................Hoffheimer.......................................................................... Mel Bay 

 

Level V 

36 Elementary and Progressive Studies .................................Kayser .................................................................................Schirmer 

42 Studies...............................................................................Kreutzer ............................Belwin-Mills, Schirmer, or International 

Etudes Speciales.....................................................................Mazas..................................................................................Schirmer 

Galamian Scale System..........................................................Arr. Olson ..............................................................................Galaxy 

Scale System ..........................................................................Flesch.................................................................................... Fischer 

School of Technique, Op. 1, Pt. 1 – 4 ....................................Sevcik .................................................................. Bosworth and Co. 

Shifting, Op. 8 ........................................................................Sevcik .................................................................. Bosworth and Co. 

School of Violin Technique, Bk 1 (trans. for Viola ...............Schradieck ..........................................................................Schirmer 

Suzuki Viola School, Vol. 5 and 6 .........................................Suzuki .......................... Summy-Birchard (many editions available) 

Concerto in b minor ...............................................................Handel/Casadesus .......................................................... Max Eschig 

Concerto in c minor................................................................ J.C. Bach/Casadesus ............................................................... Peters 

Divertimento ..........................................................................Haydn (Arr. By Piatigorsky).........................................Elkan-Vogel 

Five Old French Dances.........................................................Marais ................................................................. Masters or Chester 

Six Suites transcribed for Solo Viola ..................................... J.S.Bach ............................................................. Schirmer(Lifschey) 

Sonata in D Major, Op. 5, No. 8 ............................................Corelli (Katims) ............................................................ International 

Sonatas in F Major and g minor .............................................Marcello........................................................................ International 

Suite for Viola and Orchestra.................................................Vaughan Williams ......................................Oxford University Press 

 

Level VI 

42 Studies...............................................................................Kreutzer ............................Belwin-Mills, Schirmer, or International 

Galamian Scale System..........................................................Arr. Olson ..............................................................................Galaxy 

Scale System ..........................................................................Flesch.................................................................................... Fischer 

School of Technique, Op. 1, Pt. 1- 4 .....................................Sevcik .................................................................. Bosworth and Co. 

School of Violin Techniques Bk 1(trans. for Viola) .............Schradieck (Lifschey) .........................................................Schirmer  

Shifting, Op. 8 ........................................................................Sevcik .................................................................. Bosworth and Co. 

31 Selected Studies ................................................................Fiorillo .......................................................................... International 

Suzuki Viola School, Vol. 7 and 8 .........................................Suzuki .......................... Summy-Birchard (many editions available) 

Adagio and Allegro ................................................................Schumann ..................................................................... International 

Apres Un Reve .......................................................................Faure ............................................................................. International 

Arpeggione Sonata .................................................................Schubert ................................... Barenreiter, Schirmer, International 

Concerto in D Major ..............................................................Hoffmeister .................................................... Kunzelmann or Henle 

Concerto in D Major ..............................................................Stamitz .......................................................................... International 

Fairy Tales, Op. 113...............................................................Schumann ..................................................................... International 

Fantasie ..................................................................................Hummel ........................................................................Musica Rara 

Kol Nidrei, Op. 47..................................................................Bruch ............................................................................ International 

Meditation and Processional ..................................................Bloch...................................................................................Schirmer 

Meditation ..............................................................................Hindemith ............................................................................... Schott 

Romance Op. 85.....................................................................Bruch ....................................................................................Masters 

Six Sonatas and Partitas for Violin transcribed for Viola ...... J.S.Bach ........................................................................ International 

Six Suites transcribed for Solo Viola ..................................... J.S. Bach ........................................................... Schirmer (Lifschey) 

Sonata in g minor, Op. 6, No. 12............................................Locatelli ........................................................................ International 

Suite Hebraique......................................................................Bloch...................................................................................Schirmer 

Trauermusic ...........................................................................Hindemith ............................................................................... Schott 

Vocalise..................................................................................Rachmaninoff ....................................................Medici Music Press 
 

AUDITION INFORMATION 

 

• One Major Scale of your choice ascending and descending   

• Short Sight-reading excerpts with one being in the lower range and one being  

            in the higher range. 

• A short excerpt of your choice from an etude or solo (16 Meas. maximum.) 


